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The project partner Fundación Gypaetus, with the 
collaboration of the Hunting Federation of Andalucía, 
organized a workshop on the management of hunting 
species, their biology and technical processes in the pilot 
area of Magina Range (Spain). The event was addressed to 
members of the “European Networks of Hunters against 
Poison” of the Life project, and many representatives 
and members (presidents, vice-presidents, guards and 
partners) of 6 hunting associations of the north of the 
area, all members of the European Network against 
Poison. 

The session counted with the participation of the 
environmental authority of Jodar Municipality, Juan 
Caballero Mengíbar, the local representative of the 
Hunting Federation of Andalucía in Jaen, Pedro López 
Martínez, the president of the Jodar Association, Antonio 
Blanco Delgado and Javier Barona, field technician of 
Fundación Gypaetus in the pilot area of Mágina Range. 
During the session opening, it was highlighted the 
important role that hunting has in the management 
and conservation of the environment and the growing 
interest that hunters has in this type of training.

The conferences began with the participation of Javier 
Barona, who described briefly the Life project, the main 
objectives and working lines of the European Network 
of Hunters against Poison. The participation of Jesús 
Carrasco, field technician of the Fundación Gypaetus in 
Ronda Range, was focused on the technical information 
about rabbit the management and handling of Wild 
Rabbit and Red Partridge populations, their biology, 
problems and management of both species. 

The training session was part of the actions associated 
to the European Networks against Poison in the 
Andalucía pilot areas. 

The Life project “Innovation against Poison”, hold on April, 5, 2013, a public workshop about 
“Management of populations of Wild rabbit and Red Partridge” in the frame of the European 
Networks against Poison.

The event was attended by around 30 participants of the local associations of hunting and hunting 
areas of the north of the pilot area of Magina Range. 

Training day against illegal poisoning for hunters 

workshops

During the event there were treated different topics related to the 
European Network of Hunters against Poison,  and the management 
and handling of Wild Rabbit and Red Partridge populations. 

These topics were closed by debates on the illegal use of poison 
baits and the anti-illegal poisoning tools addressed to hunters. During 
the roundtables, it was highlighted the importance of the habitat 
management for both species. 
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The Municipality of Alcaracejos 
(Córdoba, Spain) held on April 
the 9th the technical conference 
“Managing of Feral Cats and Dogs 
in Rural Areas - a tool against 
Poison”. The event, organized by 
the Life project partner Fundación 
Gypaetus in collaboration with 
the Andalusian Council of Official 
Veterinary Colleges (CACV), is part 
of the communication actions 
of the Life+ project “Innovative 
actions against illegal poisoning 
in EU Mediterranean pilot areas”. 
Attendance, free of charge, had 
representatives and members of the 
European Network against Poison.

The opening of the session counted 
with the participation of the Deputy 
of Agriculture and Environment, 
Julio Jose Criado, the President of 
the Community of Pedroches, Juan 
Diaz, the Mayor of the Municipality 
of Alcaracejos, Luciano Gomez and 
Ivan Parrillo, field technician of 
Fundación Gypaetus in the pilot area 
of Pedroches Range. The participants 
highlighted the important role of 
municipal institutions in the proper 
management of feral animals and 
the high interest in these sessions 
to move forward in the search for 
solutions to this problem and as a 
venue for sharing experiences.

The conference began with the 
participation of Ivan Parrillo, who 
briefly presented the LIFE+ project, 
actions and main results and 
commented on the legal status of 

The European Network against Poison of Los Pedroches Range seeks for 
solutions to feral cats and dogs

workshops

The Training day organized by the Fundación Gypaetus with the collaboration of the 
Andalusian Council of Official Veterinary Colleges (CACV), has met Alcaracejos municipal 
entities, technicians, veterinarians, hunters and stockbreeders of the pilot area.

use of poisoned baits in the natural 
environment. Then, the Secretary of 
the Andalusian Council of Official 
Veterinary Colleges (CACV) Conrado 
Gomez, continued with the topic 
of legislation and responsibility 
assumed by the municipalities in 
the management of feral cats and 
dogs.

The representative of the Local 
Government of Cordoba, José 

Manuel León, described the 
current situation in which is the 
management of feral animals in rural 
areas. Meanwhile Marta Morales 
and Antonio Romero, from the 
private company ABECOR, exposed 
a number of examples of good 
practice for reducing the use rat 
poison, highlighting the potential 
possibilities that have the biological 
control.

The increase of feral dogs and cats causes damages to the livestock by predation, dangers due to the uncontrolled presence of these animals on roads and the consequent risk of collision. 
It was also highlighted the environmental problem caused by the illegal use of poisoned baits that the population may use to eliminate the discomfort caused by these ani-mals. 
This, far from being residual appears relatively common in rural and urban areas.
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In the frame of the Open Days celebration of Life+ 
project “Innovation against Poison”, the Fundación 
Gypaetus organized during April a session of 
awareness raising activities for schoolchildren and 
local people as well as a public demonstration of 
European Canine Team, specialized in finding poison 
in the field in Aldeire (Granada, Spain).

The day began in the morning in the Rural Public 
School Bella Serra, where the field technician of the 
European project, Antonio Bernal, explained during 
a talk to schoolchildren in the area about the birds 
of prey and the importance of the fight against the 
illegal use of poison for the conservation of this 
specific birds.

During the afternoon, after an interesting talk on 
the most important species of the Sierra Nevada 
and the illegal use of poison as their main threat, 
the canine guide, Jesus Lopez, led a simulation of 
the European Canine Team. Environmental officers 
of the National Park of Sierra Nevada in Andalucía, 
participated actively in this exhibition, explaining 
to the audience the protocol followed in the fight 
against this problem.

The participants, stockbreeders, hunters, children, 
council staff and population of nearby municipalities, 
were very interested in European Canine Team public 
demonstration.  Finally, the youngest attendants 
participated in environmental activities and games 
as well as bird watching.

The municipality of Aldeire (Granada, Spain) 
held the awareness activities and a public 
demonstration of the European Canine Team 
in the framework of the Open Days of the Life+ 
project “Innovative actions against illegal 
poisoning in EU Mediterranean pilot areas”

The Fundación Gypaetus organized the event 
with the collaboration of the Environmental 
Officers of the local Government of Andalucía, 
and the Municipality of Aldeire (Granada, 
Spain). 

Open Days in Sierra Nevada, Spain

Open Days

The most expected event 
was the public exhibition 
of the European Canine 
Team of the Life project, 
with the participation of the 
environmental officers. The 

opportunity to see the work of the canine unit, which joins specifically 
trained dogs to detect poison baits in the environment. 

attendants to the event had the 
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On Friday, 19th of April 2013, 
at Sokaras area of Gortynas 
Municipality, seven Common 
Buzzards (Buteo buteo) and two 
Common Kestrels (Falco tinnunculus) 
were successfully released into their 
natural habitat. The wild birds were 
initially sent from University of 
Crete-Natural History Museum of 
Crete (NHMC) to the “ANIMA” and 
“ALKIONI” Rehabilitation Centres 
for treatment and returned back to 
Crete healthy and strong. Wild birds’ 
release was followed by a series of 

presentations on biodiversity, illegal 
use of poisoned baits, Common 
Buzzards and Wildlife Rehabilitation 
Centres, titled “Wild Birds protected 
from poisoned baits”. The series of 
presentations was organized by the 
University of Crete-Natural History 
Museum of Crete, in cooperation 
with the Municipality of Gortynas, 
member of the “European Network 
of Municipalities Against Illegal 

Both events were organized with the collaboration of the Association for the 
Protection and Welfare of Wildlife “ANIMA” and the Aegean Wildlife Hospital “ALKIONI”, 
who both treated the wild birds coming from different areas of Crete and found either 
injured or poisoned, and also the Friends of Environment Association operating in 
Sokaras and Messara wider area.

“Wild Birds protected from poisoned baits”

Release of Common 
Buzzards (Buteo buteo) 

into their natural habitat

Networks

Poisoning” (ENMAIP). The event 
took place at the Sokaras Cultural 
Association Hall.

The event was held within the 
framework of the European Union’s 
Life + Biodiversity project on 
“Innovative actions against illegal 
poisoning in EU Mediterranean 
Pilot Areas” [LIFE09 NAT/ES/000533], 
implemented by the Natural History 
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Museum of Crete since October 2010 in pilot areas 
of Crete (Psiloritis, Asterousia, Dikti). The wild birds’ 
release and the public awareness raising event were 
organized with the collaboration of the Association for 
the Protection and Welfare of Wildlife “ANIMA” and the 
Aegean Wildlife Hospital “ALKIONI”, who both treated 
the wild birds coming from different areas of Crete and 
found either injured or poisoned, and also the Friends 
of Environment Association operating in Sokaras and 
Messara wider area.

The objective of the aforementioned events were to 
raise awareness of local communities of the European 
Network of Municipalities Against Illegal Poisoning 
(ENMAIP) on poisoned baits’ impacts on wildlife and 
biodiversity of Crete, and also on public health.

The event has drawn massive attendance of local 
residents, particularly young people of Sokaras, while 
friends and visitors to the area, stakeholders and the 
Mayor of Gortynas, Mr. Nikolaos Shinarakis, had a 
strong emotional experience, participating into the 
release of wild birds at Faragiani Kefala. During the 
series of presentations, which followed the wild birds’ 
release, attendees had the opportunity to learn about 
the biodiversity protection activities of the University of 
Crete-Natural History Museum of Crete, the buzzards, 
their habitat and the threats that human activities pose 
to their survival, but also to be informed about the 
activities of the wild life rehabilitation centres. 

From the Municipality of Gortynas, besides the mayor 
Mr. N. Schinarakis, who gave a welcome speech, also 
attended Mr. George Manouras, Deputy Mayor of 
Kofinas Municipal Section, Mr. Konstantinos Segos, 
president of Sokaras Local Community, and S. Xylouris 
and G. Genitsaridis, members of the Municipal Council 
of Gortynas.

Mr. George Faridis, president of the Friends of 
Environment Association welcomed the associates of 
Natural History Museum of Crete and managed the 
excellent organization of the event, while Gortynas 
Municipality officials and members of the Board of the 
Association of Friends of the Environment contributed 
significantly to the event.
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How to seize, preserve and 
interpret the resources around us 
is a fundamental tool to develop 
different tourism. Aware of this, 
and as one of the most outstanding 
natural tourist destinations of the 
province, the Municipality of Güejar 
Sierra and the Fundación Gypaetus 
successfully organized the first 
edition of the course “Introduction 
to the natural and cultural heritage” 
in which have participated local 
residents of the municipality as well 
as from other parts of the pilot area.

The biodiversity of Sierra Nevada, 
the agritourism as an engine 

of economic development, the 
historical heritage and its evolution, 
or the design of routes and packages 
from the natural and cultural 
resources of Güéjar Sierra have been 
some of the main contents in which 
the 45 attendants have worked, 
under the coordination of specialists 
and the experiences of private 
companies in the sector of tourism 
and nature.

Sonia Fernandez, from the local 
government of the municipality, 
stressed that “the value of the 
heritage interpretation for the 
tourism development in the town, 

Cours of interpreter of natural and cultural heritage in the 
Municipality of Güejar Sierra 

The municipality of Güejar Sierra, in Granada (Spain), explores new sources for tourism employment 
through knowledge of their natural and cultural heritage.

Over 45 attendants from the pilot area of Sierra Nevada participated during one week in the first 
edition of “Course in natural and cultural heritage” organized by the Fundación Gypaetus and the 
Municipality of Güejar Sierra.

joins the value of this actions for the 
consolidation of best practices for 
the maintenance of the countryside”. 
In this sense, Fernández highlight 
“the importance of the testimony of 
which best knows the municipality, 
from his past until today, and thanked 
the involvement of local businesses 
dedicated to nature tourism who 
have collaborated on the initiative 
with their personal projects and 
contributions”.
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The routes or trails are the interpretative resources 
more used by this municipality to get the general 
population and tourism participates and interacts 
with the environment. Therefore, the course had 
one of its modules directed to the design of routes 
and packages, both urban and nature. This module 
ended with the proposal of the students of a different 
natural and rural route in different concepts, with 
historical, cultural and natural contents.

The course is an action organized in the frame 
of the collaboration between the Municipality of 
Güejar Sierra and the Fundación Gypaetus through 
the Life + project “Innovative actions against 
illegal poisoning in Mediterranean pilot areas”, as a 
member of the European Network of Municipalities 
against Poison.

Güéjar Sierra, the heart of Sierra Nevada National Park
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Sheepdogs for the Greek 
stockbreeders in 

continental Greece
ARCTUROS, under the LIFE+ program 

entitled “Innovative actions against illegal 
poisoning in EU Mediterranean pilot areas” 
organized last April 30, 2013 at 11:30 in the 
Municipality of Kalambaka the delivery 
of a female puppy for a Greek shepherd 
member of the European Network of 
Stockbreeders against Poison. 

ARCTUROS also offers to the network 
members free legal advice for the fight 
against illegal use of poisoned baits, 
technical advice on protective measures, 
technical materials and organize 
communication activities such as 
conferences or technical workshops.

Delivery of certificates for stockbreeders in continental Greece
Under the international project Life+ “Innovation against 

poison”, the project partner ARCTUROS organized a special 
workshop for farmers in the pilot area of Antichasia-Meteora, 
continental Greece.

On May the 17nd took place the event in the Union of 
Agricultural Cooperatives of Kalambaka in which:

•	 There were the actions of the program with an emphasis 
on relating to farming and the use of poisoned baits

•	 There were delivered the certificates of local members of 
the “European Network of Stockbreeders against Poison”

•	 There was discussed several issues related to farming 
and the use of poisoned baits followed by a open debate with 
the participants..

We thank the Union of Agricultural Cooperatives Kalambaka 
for giving room and its cooperation for the realization of the 
event, but also the members of the Monitoring Committee, the 
Services and the Holders of the pilot area, such as the Forest of 
Trikala, the Forest Services Trikala and Kalambaka Kalambaka 
Municipalities, Trikaion and Gateway, and KENAKAP and the 
Gate Hunting Associations against the use of poisoned baits.
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The conservation and sustainable use 
of resources around us is a fundamental 
strategy to develop employment related 
to the environmental sector. Aware of this, 
ADROCHES Association has collaborate with 
the Life project “Innovation against Poison” 
in this project that settle new 26 points of 
interest for birdwaching in order to promote 
one of the most outstanding natural tourist 
destinations of the region.

The diversity of ecosystems in the region 
favors the presence of a rich and diverse bird 
fauna, with species such the black vulture 
and the Iberian Imperial Eagle. However, 
the fauna in the area has a very clear threat 
derived from the illegal use of poisoned 
baits. Therefore, ADROCHES Association 
cooperates with the Life project, working 
on the improvement of farming practices, 
hunting and rural development.

Municipalities, stockbreeders and 
hunters joined  in Sierra Magina 
Range for the carrion birds 

Magina Range requests to Andalucía 
Government the statement as “Protection Area for 
Carrion Birds”. In addition to contributing to the 
enhancement of biodiversity, this statement favor 
mountain livestock management and boosting 
tourism in the territory, allowing the launch of 
new models of tourism on the rise, as the based 
on the observation of birds.

The aim is to restore the ecological processes 
typical of mid-mountain ecosystems, favoring the 
return of species such as the griffon vulture, and 
the bearded vulture. This initiative has been driven 
by the European Networks of Municipalities, 
Stockbreedes and Hunters against Poison, created 
under the Life project “Innovative actions against 
illegal poisoning in EU mediterranean pilot areas”. 
Among the applicants are a growing number of 
municipalities, stockbreeders, hunters companies, 
conservation organizations and general public that 
consider essential the protection of biodiversity in 
parallel to the improvement of mountain livestock 
management.

26 Points of Interest for Birdwatching in Los Pedroches Range 
promotes green jobs



Newsletter - Innovation Against Poison 

Page 12

fOr mOrE INfOrmATION

Follow us!
www.lifeagainstpoison.orgFacebook: Innovation Against PoisonFacebook Greece: LIFE Against Poison CreteBlog Greece: lifeagainstpoison.wordpress

Awareness raising in the pilot areas

Crete, Greece

Mágina Range, Spain

The team of the Life + project implements a very important action visiting the schools of the pilot areas. During these 
visits, the students and teachers are informed about the illegal use of poisoned baits and the risk for the biodiversity, 
the innovations developed within the project, the problem of poisons, their effects and possible alternatives that aim 
to eradicate the problem. The presentations are also combined with walk excursion or participation on events of the 
project during the demonstrations of the European Canine Team.
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The Innovation Against Poison Newsletter is part of the awareness raising and dissemination of results 
of the Project  LIFE+ 09/NAT/000533 “lnnovative actions against illegal poisoning in EU Mediterranean 
pilot areas”. 

Gypaetus Foundation is the coordinating beneficiary and Arcturos, CEAI, UoC-NHMC and QUERCUS 
participate as associated beneficiaries. The project is financed by the LIFE Programme from the European 
Commission, Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Environment of the Regional Government of Andalucía, 
municipality of Idanha-a-Nova, the Greek Ministry of Environment, Energy and Climate Change and 
Leventis Foundation.
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